Henry and Johnston named Citizens of the Year
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Tracey Johnston, left, and Marynell Henry have been named the Scituate Mariner’s 2009 Citizens of the Year.

By Benjamin Brown

GateHouse News Service
Posted Nov 18, 2009 @ 02:07 PM

Scituate — 

“We were just going to do a little fundraiser,” said Marynell Henry, co-founder with Tracy Johnston of Scituate’s Community of Resources for Special Education (CORSE).

But that fundraiser turned out to be more than Henry bargained for, raising $20,000 right off the bat.

And for many residents in Scituate, the rest is history.

Since that fundraiser more than three years ago, the CORSE Foundation has been extremely successful, providing children with special needs throughout the community with a means to enjoy recreational activities like those of their peers.

And while Henry and Johnston may not have foreseen their success, that doesn’t mean the community doesn’t appreciate it, which is why they have been named the Scituate Mariner’s 2009 Citizens of the Year.

After nominations from the public, Johnston and Henry were chosen by a committee of Scituate Mariner editor Bill Fonda, last year’s winner, Betty Crowley; Scituate Arts Association president Janet Cornacchio; and Ed Covell, commander of Scituate American Legion Post No. 144.

Henry and Johnston will be honored at a dinner Thursday, Dec. 3, from 6:30 to 10 p.m. at the Barker Tavern in Scituate. Tickets are $35 per person and can be purchased at the Mariner office at 165 Enterprise Drive in Marshfield, Front Street Book Shop at 165 Front St. in Scituate Harbor or by sending a check or money order to Anne Rodwell, CNC, 165 Enterprise Drive, Marshfield, MA 02050. Please include phone number with any requests by mail.

“I’m so humbled by the recognition,” said Henry. “We wouldn’t have done what we did without the support of the community.”

“I was shocked,” said Johnston. “I was touched, very moved, and I felt good for the program.”

Both founders, who have children of their own with special needs, are glad to share the recognition.

“We’ve been attached at the hip for the past three years,” said Johnston. “She put just as much sweat and tears into this as I did.”

Johnston also noted how their differences fit together nicely throughout the program’s development.

“I’m the go-out-and-get-things-done type, and she would bring me back in and say, ‘Let’s think about this.’ We complimented each other well,” she said.

Henry agreed that CORSE’s success has been a joint effort.

 “We each bring different attributes to it,” she said. “It would have been too difficult for one person to handle.”

The CORSE Foundation, which will mark its fourth anniversary in February, has shined a light on a need in the community, explained foundation board member Lorraine Devin, who joined the program three years ago.

“In our community, there was no recreational programs for kids with special needs,” she said.

“What they bring to this community is amazing,” said Jennifer O’Neill, who is also a board member for the foundation. “They’re just wonderful women.”

Devin recalls a specific memory with the CORSE Foundation, which she believes is a testament to Henry’s and Johnston’s commitment to serving the community.

“One of the things I loved is that they went out with a questionnaire asking the parents what they’d like to see in the community for kids with special needs,” she said.

Devin is also impressed with the manner in which the two women developed the program.

“They’ve done an outstanding job,” she said. “They run it very professionally, and it’s very moving work they do. They have no ulterior motives.”

According to Devin, Johnston and Henry have worked hard to forge strong ties with schools and parents in Scituate.

“They put in place wonderful partnerships throughout the community,” she said.

The most important part of their work with the CORSE Foundation, said Johnston, is helping to tie families who have children with special needs to those without.

“We have so many parents with no special-needs children at all who help out,” she said. “The gap has closed between those families.”

Johnston is also proud of the way CORSE has helped link parents of children who do have special needs.

“When a parent has a kid with special needs, it can be isolating,” she said.

Henry recalled the Lose the Training Wheels program as being particularly touching for the foundation. In Lose the Training Wheels, children learned to ride a bicycle without training wheels, something she said most people take for granted.

“That’s a huge deal for a kid to learn how to ride a bike,” she said.

“Not only was that the first time that (the program) came to Massachusetts, but it came to Scituate,” said O’Neill. “People take for granted that their children will ride a two-wheeler.”

Because of their efforts, the CORSE Foundation received the Community Partnership Award in 2008 from the Federation for Children with Special Needs.

While they are happy for the recognition, both women are more pleased with the results of their work. According to Johnston, the most rewarding part of starting the foundation is seeing children “do something in a program that they otherwise wouldn’t be able to do.”

Henry said she would like to expand the program.

“I would like to have it evolve to have more programs for older kids,” she said. “A lot of what we do is aimed at the elementary age.”
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